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Glasgow 2014 Commonwealth Games  

Editor’s note: 

Hello! You are reading the 

first edition of Press Centre 

Press, a newsletter for the 

Main Press Centre here at 

what we think is the best 

venue of the whole Com-

monwealth Games, the 

SECC. 

Today is the second day of 

competition which includes 

boxing, judo and netball.  

In this newsletter you will 

read about the exciting 

sporting action going on in 

this venue as well as inter-

views with volunteers and 

special guests, events, inspi-

rational quotes and much, 

much more! 

I hope you enjoy reading 

and if you have any ques-

tions or ideas come to the 

main help desk and talk to 

one of our smiling faces. 
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Inside this issue: 

It has been revealed the 

Opening Ceremony for 

the Commonwealth 

Games pulled in a peak 

audience of 9.4 million 

UK viewers. 

The pre-show began at 

20:14 in the evening 

with the main ceremony 

kicking off at 21:00. 

The show included stars 

such as Rod Stewart, 

Nicola Bendetti, Susan 

Boyle and Amy Macdon-

ald. 

However, the biggest 

stars of the show were 

obviously the Scottie 

dogs in their personal-

ised jackets leading in 

each country. 

All the athletes seemed 

to love all the support 

and cheering from the 

crowd, especially boxer 

Lomalito Moala from 

Tonga who wore a Celtic 

shirt and tweeted: 

“Thank you for the love 

you have showed to not 

me but Tonga as well!” 

Chris Hoy also moved 

the crowd when he was 

passed the Queen’s  

Baton by his 97 year old 

great uncle who is a  

former athlete and a  

prisoner of war and who  

inspired Hoy to get into 

sport. 

The Opening Ceremony 

finished with the bangs 

of fireworks signaling 

that the competitions are 

well and truly underway. 

Let the games begin! 

Words: Sophie Thirkell 

Opening Ceremony watched by 

more than 9.4 million viewers 

26/7/14 

Inspirational quote for the day:  

“Wi’ joy unfeigned brothers and sisters meet.” - Rabbie Burns 

Featured in the Opening Ceremony. 

Sports in the SECC  today: 

 
Boxing                              Judo 

Netball                     Gymnastics (Hydro) 

Weightlifting 

Photo: Chris Sibbald 



Being a proud Cornish woman  

herself, she was happy to talk to 

him on the banks of the Clyde at 

7:30 in the morning. 

“I come from the same village as 

Jemma Simpson (who is) taking 

part in the 1500 metres.”  

 

Jane is also an old hand at  

journalism herself and was once 

based at Radio 5 in London.  

       Words: Sophie Thirkell 

 

Jane Robertson from our very 

own press team has recently  

appeared on a BBC Cornwall 

breakfast show. 

Radio DJ James Churchfield was 

looking to talk to a volunteer and 

contacted Jane after a mutual 

friend suggested she could go on 

the air. 

 

Visit Britain invites you to join 

them for an evening tasting  

session of all things British. 

On the 30th of July you can  

enjoy a full English breakfast as 

well as cuisines from all over the 

world and even indulge in after-

noon tea and pudding. 

The aim of the event is to show 

you exactly why Britain is  

renowned for its great dining 

experiences and will hopefully 

give you some food for thought. 

Over 700 named British cheeses 

are produced in the United King-

dom and the event will hold a 

tasting session of the best  

cheeses as well as wines that are 

“taking the world by storm.” 

Visit Britain will also hold a 

briefing on the 1st of August 

with three owners of some of  

the most prestigious homes  

and castles in the UK. 

Lord and Lady MacDonald,  

Lady Carnarvon and Lord  

Newborough will be attending 

the event which is followed by 

afternoon tea. 

The UK offers some of the most 

splendid homes and castles  

including some that you have  

probably seen in the Harry  

Potter films (Alnico Castle) or 

Downtown Abbey television  

series (Highclere Castle).  

 

Star Clydesider interviewed for the BBC  

Take an edible tour of Britain food culture... 
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“I come from the same 

village as Jemma 

Simpson [who is] taking 

part in the 1500 metres.” 

SUPPORT OUR CLYDE-SIDERS 

All of our Main Press Centre  

volunteers have been chosen  

for their interest in the media. 

They are enjoying working with 

the world’s top journalists and 

photographers and getting to see 

how they work.  

If you’re one of them, please don’t 

hesitate to have a chat with our 

Clydesiders - they are a clever 

bunch and are dying to learn 

from you! 

You can RSVP to both events by 

emailing:  

 

mediaevents@visitbritain.org  

Events will take place in the 

Teacher Building located at  

14 St Enoch Square. 

Drop by the Visit Britain stand  

in the main area of the MPC for  

further details. 

 

 

 

       

 

     Words: Sophie Thirkell 

Photo: Andy Cattanach 



This week the Main Press Confer-

ence had two very special visitors. 

First Minister Alex Salmond and 

Sir Roger Moore were attending 

important pre-games conferences 

leading up to the opening ceremo-

ny. 

Sir Roger attended the morning 

briefing at 10:30am as Goodwill 

Ambassador for UNICEF. The  

former James Bond star has 

worked in this role since 1991 and 

is delighted with the partnership 

that Glasgow 2014 has forged with 

UNICEF to help children around 

the world in some of the globe’s 

most deprived areas. 

Lord Puttnam, also in attendance,  

detailed a plan to create a world 

first during the opening ceremony: 

asking audience and viewers to 

text £5 simultaneously to UNICEF 

using their mobiles. 

During the first 30 minutes of the 

opening ceremony over £2 million 

was donated to UNICEF from the 

United Kingdom alone. This goes 

to show the incredible generosity 

of people in the Commonwealth. 

The second guest was Scotland’s 

First Minister Alex Salmond.  

Mr Salmond arrived fashionably 

late (only 30 minutes mind you!)  

to the conference as every good 

politician should. He spoke about 

the benefits that Glasgow as a  

host city will have for Scotland.  

However, afterwards rather unin-

spiringly, the journalists grilled 

Salmond on the influence that the 

20th Commonwealth Games will 

have on his bid for Scottish  

Independence following the  

referendum in September this 

year. 

All in all it has been an exciting 

week for the press centre team as 

the flood of  journalists and  

photographers arrived in, all eager 

to catch the best of the games. 

Keep an eye on this space for more 

famous faces going around the 

MPC. 

 

   

                                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                              Words: Chris Sibbald 

First Minister and Former Bond star discuss 

Opening Ceremony plans in the SECC 
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Photos of the day 

From l-r: Charlotte Hunt, Sophie Thirkell, Chris Sibbald, Lauren Motley,  

Alex Nixson-Evers, Anne McDonald, Kevin Welsh and Claire Squirres 

Clyde spotted by Press Team Member Chris Sibbald 

at Queen Street Station 

The magic 

of the  

Opening 

Ceremony, 

captured 

by Press 

Team 

Member 

Chris  
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GLASGOW 2014 
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Q: What’s your role here at the 

Main Press Centre?  

A: I’m a Press Operations team 

member. 

Q: Have you volunteered at a big 

event before?  

A: In the past I’ve volunteered in 

hospices and soup kitchens, but 

never an event this big!  

I was also a volunteer in Japan 

organising the football tourna-

ment and tug of war for the  

St Andrew Highland Games of 

Tokyo & Yokohama so that’s  

actually my only connection to 

sport until the Glasgow 2014 

Commonwealth Games!  

 

Q: Where are you from?  

A: I come from the United 

States. I was born in DC and 

brought up in Colorado. I’ve lived 

all over the world […] Germany, 

Egypt, Japan [and] I moved to 

Scotland 20 years ago.  

Q: What do you like about Scot-

land?  

A: Long summer days and the 

sense of humour, I don’t like the 

long winter nights though! 

Q: So why did you come here? 

A: My father is from Glasgow so 

I came to stay with family […] 

and suddenly it turned into 20 

years!  

 

 

                   Words: Sophie Thirkell 

Interview with… Morag McDonald 

Daily conferences for Saturday 26th July  

 

09:00-10:00  Team Australia - Loch Mhor 

10:30-11:30  Daily Briefing - Loch Lomond 

 Steve Moneghetti  

Australia Chef de Mission 

 Tomas Ajan  

President, International  

Weightlifting Federation 

 Mike Hooper  

CEO CGF 

 Jackie Brock-Doyle  

Glasgow 2014 Executive Director 

 Ian Chesterman  

Commonwealth Games Federation 

 

12:00-13:00   Team Australia Netball - Loch Hope 

 

14:30  Team Jamaica and Usain Bolt  

  Loch Lomond Conference Room. 

 

 

Editor: Sophie Thirkell 

Editor: Morag McDonald 

Photographer: Chris Sibbald 

Photographer: Alex Nixson-Evers 

Thanks to everyone in  

the MPC team!  

 


