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Glasgow 2014 Commonwealth Games  

Editors Note 

Hello!  

We have had an  

amazing week of sport 

so far and it is only  

going to get better. 

Our Clyde-Siders are 

hard at work  

in the Main Press  

Centre making sure the  

journalists,  

photographers and the 

rest are happy while 

reporting the games. 

We have had lots of  

action in the MPC with 

the fabulous Laura 

Trott popping in for an 

interview and Usain 

Bolt speaking at a  

conference.  

All very exciting stuff so 

have a good ol’ read! 

Sophie Thirkell,  
Clyde-Sider 

Usain Bolt causes media 

frenzy 
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Inside this 

issue 

English cyclist Laura Trott staged 

an interview and obviously used 

our lovely volunteers as a lovely 

background. 

The 22 year old athlete from  

Harlow is both an Olympic and 

world champion and now has a  

Commonwealth gold 

medal to complete her 

collection. 

She narrowly beat 

Welsh cyclist Elinor 

Barker for first place 

in the points race. 

She was joined by  

fellow teammates  

including silver  

medalist Jason Kenny 

(pictured left).  

Kenny won his two 

silver medals in the 

men’s team sprint 

and men’s  

individual sprint. 

Words: Sophie Thirkell 

Gold medalist sets the scene in 

the Main Press Centre 

1/8/14 

Scotland’s progress 

At the time of print  

Scotland is fourth in the 

medal league table with 

four shiny gold medals. 

Highlights:  

Mark Dry wins Bronze at 

the Men’s Hammer 

Throw. 

Libby Clegg wins Gold at 

the Women’s Para-Sport 

100m Athletics. 

Paul Foster and Alex 

 Marshall win Gold  

competing in pairs the 

Lawn Bowls. 

Hannah Miley wins Gold 

at the Women’s 400m 

Individual Medley. 

Viorel Etko wins Bronze 

at the Men’s Wrestling 

Freestyle 61kg.  

Daniel Keatings wins 

Gold at the Men’s  

Individual All-Around 

Artistic Gymnastics.  

Left: Jason Kenny and 

Laura Trott pose for the 

camera 

Below: The two star  

athletes pose with Debbie 

Jackson, Chris Sibbald,  

Charlotte Hunt, Tim Gray, 

Melanie Chadd, Ross 

Easton, Johanna  

Hohenburg, Alex  

Nixson-Evers, Teona Jack-

son, Sophie Thirkell and  

Thomas Haywood.  



Above:  

Conference  

speakers  

Charlotte Hunt, 

Alex  

Nixson-Evers, 

Chris  

Sibbald, Sophie 

Thirkell,  

Melanie Chadd 

and Ross Easton 

 

Photos of the day 

Usain Bolt speaks out 
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Above: Smiling Clyde-Siders Tim Gray and Josephine Watkinson 

Below: Presenter Matt Baker dropped into the MPC and met the 

transport team! 

Above: Happy 

Clyde-Siders hard 

at work Sophie 

Thirkell and Alex 

Nixson-Evers  

Right: Chris  

Sibbald in front of 

the SSE Hydro 

One of the Commonwealth 

Game’s most anticipated  

athletes spoke in front of a  

media audience in the Main 

Press Centre’s largest  

conference room last week. 

The athlete, due to run in the 

Men’s 4 x 100m relay, had just 

arrived in Glasgow after a long 

haul flight all the way from 

Jamaica. The athlete’s village 

will serve as his home  

throughout the Commonwealth 

Games. 

Usain Bolt, known for his  

signature pose, first took a  

picture with school children 

from the local area for the mob 

of cameras where he demon-

strated the move before the 

conference got underway. 

 

After an introduction from the 

head of Press Operations Mandy 

Keegan, the floor opened up for 

questions from the media. 

 

During the question and answer 

session he was asked about 

breaking world records 

(although he did not yet know 

his competitors), his opinion on 

Scottish independence and the 

conflict in Gaza, which he 

claimed he was not informed 

about to comment on. 

He was also offered a kilt from a 

member of the media but  

refused because it was “not his 

colour,” but he hopes to see the 

sights of Glasgow. 

He had also suffered an injury 

to his hamstring but now insists 

it’s “completely gone.” 

Bolt joins other big names who 

have spoken at the MPC such as 

Alex Salmond, Prince Imran and 

Mike Hooper, just to name a 

few. 

 

Words: Sophie Thirkell 

Tim Gray, a volunteer at the MPC, described the atmosphere 

similar to Alex Salmond’s speech at the  

Opening Ceremony. 

He said: “There was a right buzz not soon before, not [felt] 

since Alex Salmond’s speech at the Opening Ceremony.” 

Gray also conveyed how excited the press were for meeting the 

athletic star; the photographers were competing amongst them-

selves for the best angles of the sports star. 

Usain Bolt poses with mascot Clyde and schoolchildren 



Alex Nixson-Evers, one of our very own 

Clyde-Siders, tells us what is was like 

watching the rugby…. 

It was a spontaneous decision to go see 

the Rugby Sevens, and unlike many  

other spontaneous decisions I have made 

in the past, I do not regret this one. Ibrox 

is a quintessential Glaswegian sporting 

venue so the scene was set for an electric 

night. I set off at 5pm which gave me an 

hour for a 20 minute journey so I as-

sumed I had played it just right getting 

ahead of the crowd but my local subway 

station was absolutely heaving. Rugby 

Sevens is a quick, exciting sport and an 

extremely popular choice for game goers. 

Before I had even stepped into the  

stadium I knew it was going to be an 

eventful night. It is true rugby fans go 

out to watch the match, but there is so 

much more to it than just sport. It is a 

social event, a night out and an excuse to 

have a drink or two. Many of the specta-

tors also choose go all out for the occasion 

in various states of fancy dress. In front 

of me in the queue I spied Dorothy and 

her friends, the Tin (foil) Man giving  

everyone a laugh as he went through the  

security scanner. “Any metal items on 

you Sir?...  

There were twelve games being played 

but it soon became clear that the  

majority of the crowd were there to  

support the home team, who opened the 

evening session against Barbados. 

Cheers rang round the stadium as the 

first try of the match went to 21 year 

old Scotsman Mark Bennett in the first 

minute of play.  

 

Hundreds of Scottish flags rippled 

through the crowd with a pulse of  

national pride. The Scotland team  

dominated the game and triumphed 

with an impressive 56-0.  Roars of 

“Scotlaaand Scotlaaand” echoed 

throughout Ibrox, the crowd working as 

a single passionate voice.  

After the explosive start, the other  

matches didn’t disappoint.  Another 

stand out moment of the evening was 

during England versus Uganda, when a 

rowdy chant of “We love Uganda, we do. 

We love Uganda we do. We love Uganda 

we do oh Uganda we love you” began be-

hind me. A small group of spectators  

obviously had a political agenda but the 

majority of the crowd were in high and 

unbiased spirits. 

 

“The crowd 

worked as a single  

passionate voice.” 

 

England went on to win 40-0 but you 

have to give it to Uganda because they 

gave it their all.  

If one win wasn’t enough for the home 

side, Scotland came out victorious over a 

strong Canadian team 21-5, later in the 

session, the pinnacle of a fantastic night.  

The atmosphere at Ibrox was unrivalled, 

what a great thing to be a part of it and  

Scotland most definitely gied it laldie.  

 

Words: Alex Nixson-Evers 

A Clydesider’s view from the other side of the fence... 
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“Before I had even 

stepped into the  

stadium I knew it 

was going to be an 

eventful night.” 



GLASGOW 2014 

COMMONWEALTH GAMES 

you think and all the athletes were much 
younger than I thought. They are winning 
now and will be the next  

generation of Olympic athletes – which is 

great to see.  

Q: What is your role here at the Main Press 
Centre? 
 
A: My accreditation says ‘Photo Team 
Leader’. 
 
Q: How has your experience been so far? 
 
A: It’s been really good, the atmosphere in 
Glasgow is awesome. Plus, I’ve never 
looked at [a big event] from the press and 
photographer’s point of view before. It has 
changed my view on the  
preparation and hard work that goes into 
both capturing and writing articles for our 
papers and magazines.  
 
Q: Have you been to Glasgow before? 
 
A: I came up for the training sessions but 
I’d never been to Glasgow before then. The 
city has such a vibe and is buzzing with 
people at the moment. The weather has 
been pretty great too. 
 
Q: Have you been to any sporting events 
during your time here? 
 
A: I’ve been to the swimming two nights 
ago at the aquatic centre and it was just 
unreal. It was so much more compact than 

A: I went to the marathon this morning. It 
was great to stand on the streets  
alongside fellow runners and watch the 
Australian win the Gold medal despite get-
ting slightly wet! The athletes are relentless 
and all ran with a huge smile.   
 
Q: So where do you come from  
originally? 
 
A: I come from Buckinghamshire originally 
[but now I] live in Berkshire and work in 
London. I am store manager of a  
supermarket. 
 
Q: So what made you apply to volunteer at 
the Commonwealth Games? 
 

A: Since I couldn’t get time off work for 

London 2012, this is my chance to be part 
of a big sporting event. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Words: Sophie Thirkell 
Photographer: Chris Sibbald 

Interview with… Charlotte Hunt 

Main Press Centre 

Scottish Exhibition Conference Centre (SECC) 

Halls 1 and 2 

Exhibition Way 

Glasgow 

G2 8YW 

 

mainpresscentre@glasgow2014.com 

030 2014 5604 

Media Advisory 
 

 

Please be aware access to the evening sessions for swimming and track  

cycling can be managed without applying for a ticket. 

Tickets will be issued at the relevant competition venue on a first come first 

served basis from the time of the opening of the Venue Media Centre.  

The Press Operations team will be responsible for the distribution. We will 

keep tickets in reserve for rate card bookings and recognized agencies.  

Every session at diving at the Royal Commonwealth Pool and the Closing 

Ceremony will remain a Prime Event Access (PEA) and you must submit a 

NEW application via email: pressticketing@glasgow2014.com for these  

sessions by 9am on the day to the relevant session. Please include: 

Family name(s) 

First name(s) 

Organisation 

Category type (E, EP, etc) 

Diving sessions required (date) 

Closing Ceremony required: 

PLEASE NOTE: We will send you an acknowledgement of receipt of your 

application. We will then inform you of the status of your application by  

midnight on the day prior to the relevant session. 
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